AGENDA

MORTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Mayor Rick Mead

City Clerk LuAnn Ward

7:00 PM July 27, 2026

Council Jason Sawyer
Council Maria Gonzalez
Council Peter Hansen
Council Jeff Johnson

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

1.

2.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CONSENT AGENDA:
Minutes of July 27, 2026 vouchers and EFT’s

PUBLIC COMMENT - ITEMS ON AGENDA ONLY

COUNCIL COMMITTEE UPDATE

NEW BUSINESS:

L

. i S d

Erika Katt — Lewis County Emergency Management — Fire
preparedness

Councilman Sawyer — vote for mayor pro-tem annually.

Peter Hansen — Community Service Help

Tara Chestnut — Ord. 2026-02 & 2026-03 complaint resolution
Ordinance 2026-07 accept donation for small community
pantry from E. Lewis County Chamber of Commerce

City requesting additional $4000.00 from tourism funds to
increase salary of Backstrom Park caretaker.

6. OLD BUSINESS:
1. None

7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: - LIMIT 3 MINUTES
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ADJOURN:



July 27, 2026
Morton City Council Regular Meeting

Mayor Rick Mead

Councilman Jason Sawyer
Councilwoman Maria Gonzalez
Councilman Peter Hansen
Councilman Jeff Johnson

7:00 pm — REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Mayor Rick Mead

Consent Agenda minutes, vouchers and EFTs from June 22, 2026 (Motion by councilman Sawyer to
accept after changes made to minutes, 2" councilwoman Gonzalez, all in favor)

Public comment:

Citizen Ryan regarding dangerous dog ordinance, asked if the appeal person could be different
from the Chief of Police

Council Committee Update

Councilman Sawyer stated there are “2” new businesses in town; a tire shop and skate shop and
O'Reillys Auto looking to move to Morton. We need new flags on Main Ave.

Councilman Johnson the park committee along with FOMP is looking for grants for additional
RV sites and camping cabins, walk path and dog walk area.

Talk of putting in a slide window in the Lyle building kitchen for possibility run a commercial
kitchen. Possibility of turning FOMP building into a store.

Councilwoman Gonzalez stated she invited people to come see her at Jubilee Park regarding
their safety concerns and stressed complaint forms best way to let city know. Citizens would like
to see bike racks on Main Avenue.

Discussion

City Ordinance 12.30.020 amendment and creating an ordinance to call special meetings.
Councilman Sawyer stated it would be great to engage with the community. Councilman
Hansen agreed and stated it would be ok to use the Lyle building if it is announced to the public
ahead of time. No action was taken.

New business:

Council approved Resolution 527 handling citizen complaints with the addition of a response
time for the city clerk. (Motion by councilwoman Gonzalez, 2" councilman Johnson, all in favor)

Council approved Ordinance 2026-06 with the change appeal to Council Safety Committee, not
the police chief (Motion by councilman Hansen, 2" councilman Johnson, all in favor)

Council approved the request from EL Chamber to re-allocate tourism funds to purchase hot
dogs and games for a community field day. (Motion by councilman Hansen, 2"* councilman
Johnson, all in favor)

Councilman Johnson covered everything in the committee update.



e Council approved Bucksnort’s request for a beer garden over Jubilee (Motion councilman
Hansen, 2" councilman Sawyer, all in favor)

e Maegan Petersen discussed the possibility of a pump track at Backstrom Park.

e Council appointed Charles (Charlie) Clevenger to fill vacant council position #5 (Motion by
councilman Johnson, 2" councilman Hansen, all in favor). Charlie Clevenger was sworn in by
mayor Rick Mead.

A summary of Councilman Hansens statement: that he feels the mayor did not engage in
conduct that justifies a formal censor. He also feels that councilman Sawyer, who did not
receive all the information he requested regarding caretakers at Jubilee Park he should have
reached out to the mayor and/or council to seek answers before going to the state auditors
office. Based on evidence and witness to the incident he does not feel the mayor engaged in
misconduct warranting a formal censor, therefore Councilman Hansen made a motion to not
censor the mayor.

Councilman Sawyer stated he would like there to be dialogue about this.

A summary of Councilman Sawyers statement: He still has not received information showing
council approval for caretaker position, he did reach out to the clerk and there was a
communication breakdown, he did ask for this to be handled discreetly and tried to handle it at
a meeting but was attacked. Expressed concerns that Mayor Mead was attempting to redirect
council members to access information through him first and he would decide who received
information, referencing Ordinances 2026-02 and 2026-03 approved in March 2026 meeting.
Spoke with council members regarding a concern city business conducted without council
approval. The mayor insisted on reading aloud against my (Sawyer) request. Made an appeal
and council was not allowed to vote. Mayor silenced him which wasn’t legal when he was
discussing city business. Mayor attacked him regarding his contacting the auditors office and
costing the city money. The mayor broke ordinances regarding harassment and intimidation.
Councilman Johnson asked for clarification regarding first paragraph Councilman Sawyer read.
There was discussion back/forth between them regarding the procedure to gather information
from city hall.

There was a lot of back/forth bantering regarding tempers between council members and
mayor.

Mayor stated we have a motion on the floor, (Motion 2" by councilman Johnson, councilwoman
Gonzalez - yes, councilman Sawyer — no)

Public Participation:

Citizen Punk acknowledged the flags on Hwy 7 that were put up by Dan & Nema Mortensen and
Donated by Stickind.

Citizen Richard stated he knows council did approve caretakers in park.

Citizen Tessa asked if there were care-takers at Jubilee Park, she remembers caretakers in park
from when she was young.

Citizen George asked how the city council would handle the placing of flock cameras in Morton.
Citizen Kyle asked how citizen complaints are handled.

Citizen Tara addressed her complaint about councilman Sawyer being attacked, discussed her
complaint form, stated everyone needs to respect each other and the people.



Motion to adjourn councilman Johnson, 2" councilman Hansen, all in favor.

Adjourn 8:40 pm

Respectfully, LuAnn Ward, City Clerk Ricky Mead, Mayor



CITY OF MORTON
COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST FORM

Name of person/s requesting to be on the City Council Agenda: Councilor Sawyer

Date of Council meeting you wish to speak at: __8.24.2026

Time needed for the presentation: ___ 5-10 mins

Subject of presentation: Fire preparedness with Erika Katt from Lewis County Emergency M

You must provide the City Clerk with materials related to your presentation prior to Council
meeting so that copies are included in the Council Agenda packets for review.

Additional information you may wish to make the City Clerk aware of regarding your
presentation:

Fire preparedness with Erika Katt from Lewis County Emergency Management.

| would request that this agenda item is earlier in the meeting so Erika

Katt does not have to sit through the meeting.

Council meetings are 4th Monday of each month at Bob Lyle Community Center 700 Main Ave.

Agenda request forms must be received at City Hall no later than 12pm Wednesday prior to
meeting date.



CITY OF MORTON
COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST FORM

Name of person/s requesting to be on the City Council Agenda: Councilor Sawyer

Date of Council meeting you wish to speak at: __aug 24, 2026

Time needed for the presentation: ___UP t0 5 min

Subject of presentation: Council voting for mayor pro-tem annually.

You must provide the City Clerk with materials related to your presentation prior to Council
meeting so that copies are included in the Council Agenda packets for review.

Additional information you may wish to make the City Clerk aware of regarding your
presentation:

Council should be voting for mayor pro-tem annually.

Council meetings are 4th Monday of each month at Bob Lyle Community Center 700 Main Ave.

Agenda request forms must be received at City Hall no later than 12pm Wednesday prior to
meeting date.



CITY OF MORTON >/
COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST FORM "

o
Name of person/s requesting to be on the City Council Agenda: \/Q% ey \r\c\ N <N

Date of Council meeting you wish to speak at: Au\oju@k ’L‘?\ 207 e

Time needed for the presentation: _\ O cmwnuted

Subject of presentation: Oommm{\'\knﬁ SQevice \(\Qk{)

You must provide the City Clerk with materials related to your presentation prior to Council
meeting so that copies are included in the Council Agenda packets for review.

Additional information you may wish to make the City Clerk aware of regarding your
presentation:

Prodt de ct»mm\u\‘rkj cecnice o wndwiidduale of S\ne commw{;&j
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Council meetings are 4th Monday of each month at Bob Lyle Community Center 700 Main Ave.

Agenda request forms must be received at City Hall no later than 12pm Wednesday prior to
meeting date.



CITY OF MORTON
COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST FORM

Name of person/s requesting to be on the City Council Agenda:

Tara Chestnut

Date of Council meeting you wish to speak at: —3uly27,2026 ~ Aité. 2.4, 202¢

Time needed for the presentation: 15 mins

Subject of presentation: Ordinances 2026-02 & 2026-03, Complaint resolution

You must provide the City Clerk with materials related to your presentation prior to Council
meeting so that copies are included in the Council Agenda packets for review.

Additional information you may wish to make the City Clerk aware of regarding your
presentation: Professional development and resources are available, mostly for free through

the Municipal Research and Services Center (MRSC) - an independent, nonpartisan, and

educational nonprofit organization that helps local governments across Washington State

better serve their communities by providing legal and policy guidance on any topic.

https://mrsc.org/about/mrsc-services

Council meetings are 4th Monday of each month at Bob Lyle Community Center 700 Main Ave.

Agenda request forms must be received at City Hall no later than 12pm Wednesday prior to
meeting date.



cclerk@visitmorton.com
A A e A

From: Tara Chestnut <tarachestnut@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 3:21 PM

To: cclerk@visitmorton.com

Subject: Council Agenda Request

Attachments: Council-Agenda-Request-Form-Fillable July 2026.pdf
Hello LuAnn,

I've attached a request form for the next city council meeting. If it's too late for the July meeting, please
consider this topic for the August meeting.

Thank you,
Tara Chestnut
Morton, WA

If this message is spam, you can report it by clicking:
https://smtp.lewiscounty.com/mailscanner/eFa-
learn.php?mid=4h57xX2SFnzB4BYK&r=c372216e0aeddb9123b8



CITY OF MORTON, WASHINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-07

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MORTON, WASHINGTON,
ACCEPTING A DONATION FOR A SMALL COMMUNITY PANTRY
FROM EAST LEWIS COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE; AND
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND ESTABLISHING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

RECITALS:

WHEREAS, the City of Morton, Washington (the “City”) is a Code City under the laws of the
State of Washington; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 35A.11.020, the City may adopt and enforce ordinances of all kinds
relating to and regulating the City’s local or municipal affairs and appropriate to the good
government of the City; and

WHEREAS, all references herein to “MMC?” shall mean the “Morton Municipal Code,” and

WHEREAS, RCW 35.21.100 authorizes every city and town by ordinance may accept any money
or property donated, devised, or bequeathed to it and carry out the terms of the donation, devise,
or bequest, if within the powers granted by law. If no terms or conditions are attached to the
donation, devise, or bequest, the city or town may expend or use it for any municipal purpose; and

WHEREAS, the East Lewis County Chamber of Commerce has indicated its intent to donate a
small Community Food Pantry; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with RCW 35.21.100 and the City’s Financial Policies, the City is
allowed, by ordinance, to accept monetary and property donations;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MORTON,
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Donation Accepted. The City of Morton, Washington, hereby accepts a small
Community Food Pantry from the East Lewis County Chamber of Commerce to be maintained by
the East Lewis County Chamber of Commerce.

Section 2. Non-codified. This Ordinance shall not be codified.
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Section 3. Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of
this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 4. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance should
be held to be unconstitutional or unlawful by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence,
clause, or phrase of this Ordinance.

Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after its publication,
or publication of a summary thereof, in the City's official newspaper, or as otherwise provided by
law.

Section 6. Corrections. Upon approval of the City Attorney, the City Clerk and the codifiers
of this ordinance are authorized to make necessary corrections to this ordinance including, but not
limited to, the correction of scrivener’s/clerical errors, references, ordinance numbers,
section/subsection numbers, and any references thereto.

PASSED by the Council of the City of Morton, Washington, and APPROVED by the Mayor of
the City of Morton at a regularly scheduled open public meeting thereof, this 24th day of August,
2026.

Ricky Mead, Mayor

Attest: Approved as to form:

LuAnn Ward, City Clerk Marissa Y. Jay, WSBA # 55593
City Attorney

Approved Reading: /2026

Publication Date: 12026

Effective Date: /2026
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